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ACCA vs CPA – Key Points

Feature
ACCA (Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants)

CPA (Certified Public Accountant)

Origin UK-based, globally recognized
US-based, recognized in USA and 
internationally

Regulating Body ACCA Global AICPA + State Boards (USA)

Entry Requirement
Open to commerce graduates and 
even school leavers (via 
Foundation route)

Requires a bachelor’s degree + 
credit hours (typically 150)

Duration 2.5 – 3 years (average)
1 – 2 years (if eligible and 
prepared)

Exam Structure
13 papers (Applied Knowledge, 
Applied Skills, Strategic 
Professional)

4 sections (AUD, BEC, FAR, REG)



ACCA vs CPA – Key Points

Feature
ACCA (Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants)

CPA (Certified Public Accountant)

Flexibility
Very flexible, global exam centers 
and remote options

Depends on US state regulations 
and NTS (Notice to Schedule)

Global Recognition
180+ countries; widely accepted 
in UK, EU, Middle East, Asia

Strongest in USA; recognized in 
Canada, Australia, Middle East, 
etc.

Cost Moderate Higher

License Requirement
Membership after passing and 
work experience (36 Months)

State license required; includes 
ethics + verified work experience



Career Pathways
ACCA Career Pathways

Area Roles

Audit & Assurance External Auditor, Internal Auditor, Risk Consultant

Financial Reporting Financial Accountant, Group Reporting Analyst

Management Accounting Cost Accountant, Finance Business Partner

Taxation Tax Consultant, VAT Analyst

Finance & Strategy CFO, FP&A Analyst, Strategic Planner

Banking & Investment Risk Analyst, Credit Analyst, Investment Advisor

Corporate Sector
Financial Controller, Head of Finance, Compliance 
Officer



Career Pathways
  CPA Career Pathways

Area Roles

Public Accounting Auditor, Tax Advisor, Forensic Accountant

Corporate Finance Controller, SEC Reporting Analyst, Treasurer

Government / Non-profit State Auditor, Compliance Analyst

Advisory & Consulting ERP Consultant, M&A Advisor

Academic / Teaching Accounting Lecturer, Exam Content Developer



Aligned Specialized Courses 
(Post-Qualification)

For ACCA Members

  CFA (Chartered Financial Analyst) – for Investment and Portfolio Management

CMA (Certified Management Accountant - US) – for advanced Cost & Performance Management

DipIFR – for IFRS expertise (often taken during ACCA too)

CIA (Certified Internal Auditor) – for Audit specialization

  CISA (Certified Information Systems Auditor) – for IT Audit

  MBA / MAcc / MSc in Finance – for management or academic progression



Aligned Specialized Courses 
(Post-Qualification)

For CPA Holders

CISA / CIA – for specialization in IT or Internal Audit

CFE (Certified Fraud Examiner) – for Forensic Accounting

CMA (US) – for managerial roles and costing

Chartered Tax Advisor (CTA) – for tax planning (UK/International)

JD (Law degree in US) – for legal/tax roles

MBA (US or Global) – for corporate leadership and business roles



Summary: Which is better?

If your target is Then

Working in the UK, EU, Middle East, Asia, or 
globally

Choose ACCA

Working in the US or for US-based MNCs Choose CPA

Wider international career flexibility ACCA has broader reach

Specializing in US GAAP, taxation & 
regulations

CPA is ideal

Audit/Tax roles in Big 4 globally Both are valid, depends on location

Finance leadership roles (CFO)
Both qualifications can lead there, ideally 
combined with MBA/CMA
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